Other primary cancers occurring after treatment of superficial oesophageal cancer.
Recent advances in endoscopic diagnosis and treatment have led to better prognosis for patients with superficial oesophageal cancer. The incidence of subsequent other primary cancer (SOPC) has become a new problem for patients who survive after treatment of superficial oesophageal cancer. Between 1966 and 1998, 368 patients with superficial oesophageal cancer, histologically confirmed as squamous cell carcinoma after resection, were reviewed for the presence of SOPC. Among the 368 patients, 43 developed SOPC. The most frequent sites of SOPC were the stomach (11 patients) and hypopharynx (11). Subsequent cancers of the stomach and hypopharynx developed significantly more frequently in heavy smokers. The 5-year cumulative occurrence rate of subsequent cancers within the fields of endoscopy of the upper gastrointestinal tract (stomach, hypopharynx and residual oesophagus) was 15 per cent. Gastric and hypopharyngeal cancers were frequently found after resection of superficial oesophageal cancer. A history of heavy smoking at the time of initial resection may be a risk factor. To make an early diagnosis of subsequent cancers, follow-up observation by upper gastrointestinal endoscopy is important after treatment of oesophageal cancer.